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Ass on the Ice since 1911 



Facing an equity stalemate 



by Faiza Mushtaq 

Recent cuts to provincial trans- 
fer payments have increased pres- 
sure on academic institutions 
across the country to cut costs. But 
some are concerned that in the 
process of downsizing, employ- 
ment equity for women could be 
threatened. 

At McGill, women are already 
underrepresented among full- 
time employees, and account for 
only 37% of the University’s part- 
time and sessional academic staff. 

With the threat of further staff 
reductions haunting a number of 
departments, many part-time 
workers have become particularly 
vulnerable to lay-offs. This could 
decrease the total representation 
of women at McGill. 

But Jackie Fee, director of 
McGill’s Equity Office, says the 
administration is still enforcing its 
Employment Equity Policy, and 
further points out that “there 
have so far been no direct cuts to 
university equity offices in 
Quebec." 

Fee maintains that the current 
male-female ratio is not likely to 
be effected by university decisions 
to lay off any of its staff. 

Dr. Shree Mulay, Director of 
the McGill Centre for Research 
and Teaching on Women, con- 
tends that the impending budget 
cuts do present grounds for con- 
cern. 

“We have to carefully monitor 
the situation so that there is no 
disproportionate decrease in the 
number of female faculty,” she 
says. But she seems confident that 
such a scenario is not likely to 
arise in the immediate future. 

While McGill’s tenuous ratio 
may or may not survive the cuts 
unscathed, the University’s com- 
mitment to employment equity 
still compares favourably to the 
Ontario government’s waning in- 
terest in fair representation. 

Ontario’s equity programs re- 
cently caught part of the brunt of 
the Harris government’s extensive 
budget cuts. The province’s nine- 
year old Faculty Renewal Program, 
which was used to fund new ten- 
ure positions for younger and fe- 
male faculty, was recently termi- 
nated. 

In addition, education cuts 
have led to the curtailment of 
courses — and part-time profes- 
sors — in Women’s Studies Pro- 
grams across Ontario, from the 
University of Ottawa to the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. 



Budget cuts threaten number of female profs 



SLOW PROGRESS 

McGill’s Equity Policy was 
adopted in 1992 and has so far 
provided less than dramatic re- 
sults in addressing the imbalances 
of representation according to sex. 

The figures for the 1989-1990 
academic year place the female 
presence in the total academic 
staff (including part-time and re- 
search staff) at just under 30%. 
Five years later, that figure had 
risen by only half a percent. 

And the number of women 
holding the position of full pro- 
fessor at McGill University contin- 
ues to hover at about 9%. 

But Junith Barron-Mee, senior 
planning analyst at the University 
Planning Office, maintains that 
McGill’s hiring practices have 
been changing for some time now. 

“The total number of assistant 



professors on tenure track has 
gone down, but the percentage of 
female ones has risen from 28% 
in 1989, to 35% in 1996,” she 
notes. 

Laurel Bossen, who teaches 
Women’s Studies courses through 
the Anthropology Department, 
says the shortage of women pro- 
fessors has been a serious prob- 
lem in the past. But she says she 
is hopeful that over the next gen- 
eration the situation at McGill will 
improve. 

For Bossen, the importance of 
having a roughly equal number of 
women faculty cannot be over- 
looked. 

Bossen suggests that female lec- 
turers are more likely to include 
the female perspective, and to 
make the material more accessi- 
ble to female students. 



“The content of courses and 
the examples used are important 
in ensuring the ease with which 
women perceive themselves and 
their place in society,” she says. 

The more immediate obstacle 
to women’s equal representation 
could be the cuts to staff and pro- 
grams that already exist. To date, 
neither the McGill administration 
nor the Québec government has 
clearly spelled out the extent of 
expected budgetary cuts. 

The present reprieve might be 
short-lived, and even McGill’s Eq- 
uity Director cautiously admits 
that the situation could be totally 
different a few months from now. 

The question remains whether 
McGill’s professed commitment to 
employment equity will be strong 
enough to survive its ever-wors- 
ening financial constraints. 




Panhandling not permitted 



by Sonia Verma 

Anti-poverty organizations in 
Toronto have voiced sharp oppo- 
sition to recent comments made 
by Metro City Police Chief David 
Boothby. Boothby’s comments ze- 
roed in on welfare fraud, prosti- 
tution and vagrancy as the targets 
for a police crackdown for the 
upcoming year. 

The storm of criticism was 
sparked by a year-end interview 
with the Police Chief which ap- 
peared in the Toronto Star last 
month, where Boothby defined 
the goals and priorities for the 
Metro Force for 1997. Specifically, 
he identified panhandling as a 
major area of concern for the po- 
lice and public alike. “Begging has 
become a business. . . and has be- 
come a real nuisance to people,” 
Boothby is quoted as saying. 

According to the Star, the Chief 
proceeded to explain that many 
people had told him they avoid 
shopping downtown because they 
are plagued by panhandlers. 

Boothby’s solution to the 
“problem” involves a proposal to 
re-implement federal vagrancy 
laws which were abolished over 
two decades ago. The legislation 
would empower police to crack- 



Toronto police and Victoria merchants 

BLAME THE VICTIMS 



down on the homeless and 
panhandlers. “It bothers me that 
a police officer can’t really take 
somebody off the street for their 
own protection,” he told the Star. 

Andy Mitchell, Program Direc- 
tor with the Social Planning Coun- 
cil of Toronto, characterizes 
Boothby’s comments as offensive. 

“He talks about crime and pov- 
erty in the same breath,” Mitchell 
says. “He is more concerned with 
the comfort of the comfortable, 
and has characterized poor peo- 
ple as an eyesore and a nuisance 
instead of human beings. His re- 
marks reduce these people to an 
interference in the scenery for 
affluent people." 

Although Mitchell readily ad- 
mits that the number of homeless 
people and panhandlers on To- 
ronto streets has skyrocketed, he 
argues that Boothby has entirely 
missed the mark in proposing a 
quick-fix solution of outdated va- 
grancy laws. 

“There’s no doubt in my mind 
that poverty in the city has gone 
through the roof,” he says. “But 
over the past year over $1 -billion 
has been taken out of the pockets 
of the poor with the stroke of a 



Mitchell is referring to the 2 1 .6 
per cent slash to Ontario’s maxi- 
mum welfare benefits. And this is 
only one component of sweeping 
regulatory changes in social assist- 
ance implemented by Mike Harris’ 
Conservative government during 
its first year in office. The eradi- 
cation of one fifth of income for 
poor people has been com- 
pounded by a barrage of cuts to • 
other services such as affordable 
housing and rent control laws. 

“If Boothby is really concerned 
about poverty he should be talk- 
ing about jobs and housing in- 
stead of criminalizing the one 
means of survival left to them,” 
asserts Sue Collis, an organizer 
with the Ontario Coalition Against 
Poverty (OCAP). 

In condemnation of the Metro 
Police Chief’s comments, OCAP 
has called for “emergency ac- 
tions” to combat Boothby’s 
“promised war on poor people.” 

On January 25, OCAP is organ- 
izing a mass panhandling demon- 
stration where the poor and anti- 
poverty activists will amass in the 
city’s downtown core and panhan- 
dle in the complex of under- 



ground shopping malls. 

The action is intended to con- 
front merchant and public dis- 
comfort about poverty and elimi- 
nate the invisibility of poor peo- 
ple. “Going underground to get 
warm and get the money that they 
need to survive is a way of life for 
a growing number of people in 
this city,” Collis explains. “We 
want to transform the need of 
begging from an individual action 
to a broad-based action of politi- 
cal resistance.” 

But Collis warns that the even 
if the demonstration proves suc- 
cessful in galvanizing public 
awareness around issues of pov- 
erty, the attitude of the Metro Po- 
lice Chief will remain unchanged, 
and the repercussions for the 
homeless could be severe. “If this 
attitude goes unchallenged, cops 
will still be encouraged to ‘go out 
and get them’," she says. 

DEMONSTRATE OR EDU- 
CATE 

For Jackie Ackerly, spokesper- 
son for the Victoria-based To- 
gether Against Poverty Society, 
the deepening battlelines between 

. . . CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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PARTY for MONEY 

Money-making opportunity for individuals, 
associations, clubs, student organizations... 

Organize a party or event and get paid for it! 

VOL DE NO IT it 

14 Prince Arthur East, MIL (514) 845-6243 



FRIEDMAN & FRIEDMAN 

Chartered Accountants - Comptables agréés 
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INTERNATIONAL 

8000 Decarie Blvd., Suile 500, Montréal, Québec H4P 2S4 
Tél.: (514) 731-7901 Fax: (514) 731-2923 



Güifo? 



WARNING 

Do not bleach 
your teeth 
until you call 

393-3294 

(recorded message) 



optometrist! 



• Eyes Examined 
•■Eye Glasses (2 for i) 

• Contact Lenses (from $89) 

• Student Discount 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(corner Guy) 

933-8700 



FACULTY OF MUSIC 

Course Announcement 



I take Kaplan and get into 
the right med school . 



Personalized, Highly trained, 

computerized study expert teachers who 
plans, tailored to your know the tests 

Individual needs. inside and out. 



Proven methods, 
guaranteed to 
raise your score. 



MCAT classes start January 25th... 
Call today to reserve your spot! 

the leader in test prep 

Ml JIM 

1-800-KAP-TEST 

www.kaplan.com 



CENTRE MEDICAL 

du College 

PLACE ALEXIS NIHON. WESTMOUNT 
1500 Alwalcr, Maisonneuve Entrance 

ATWATER METRO 

Six clays a week with or without 
appointment 

Medical Check-up 
Family Planning & Contraceptives 

Prevention & S.T.D’s Tests 
Diagnostic Tests 

Immediate Tests 
Pregnancy 
Urine 

Rapid Strep 
Sugar 
Cholesterol 

Vaccinations & Flu Shot 
Specialists Consultations 
Psychologists 
Dietitians 

Tel: (514) 937-9070 




Consider a Career in 

Natural Medicine 



Canada's only College training doctors of naturopathic medicine is now 
accepting applications for its four-year, full-time program. 

Naturopathic doctors (ND) are the general practitioners of natural 
medicine. Naturopathic students receive over 4,000 hours of instruc- 
tion in basic medical sciences, diagnostic medical sciences and 
naturopathic therapies including: 

* acupuncture 

* botanical (herbal) medicine 

* clinical nutrition 

* homeopathy 

* and more... 

Applicants must have three years of full-time university studies and 
specific prerequisite courses. 

Join a growth industry. Become a naturopathic medical professional. Call... 

m%THE Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine 

Tel: 4 16-486-8584 Fax:416-484-6163 Toronto, Ontario 



çf/Ae (210-387B) 

(Prof. R. Lawton) 

is being offered in the winter term. 

Tuesday/Thursday: 2:30-4:00 p.m. 
Strathcona Music Building: Room C201 

Register via MARS 




lîfîl McGILL SPORT SHOP 

(QUALITY SPORT LTD.) ffij, 
475 Pine West Montreal 




We are continuing our Famous 
XMAS SALE! 

Plus Extra Savings, No GST 
Special for January and February 



Athletic Shoe Sale at 25-50% 
savings on Nike, Converse, 
Adidas, Puma, Ektelon 




BUSINESS CENTER 
Direct From the Manufacturer 

One Stop Copying, 
Desktop Publishing 
and Related Services 



I . 

SPECIAL RATES FOR STUDENTS! 



• Digital B & W and Colour Copiers • 

• Automated key cards for self- or full service • 

• No waiting (more machines per user) • 

• In-house computer rentals (Mac & PC) • 

• Fax service • 

Fiery XJ-300 colour output (up to 11X17 full bleed) • 

• Colour Copying on hard covers • 

• Printing on T-shirts, mouse pads, etc. • 

• Lamination, plastification and cerlox binding • 

Our Friendly, knowledgeable staff 

IS WAITING FOR YOU ! 



920 Sherbrooke West (corner of Mansfield) 
Tel.: (514) 289-9100 Fax: (514) 289-9060 
help wanted 
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Questioning McGill’s councils and 



committees 



WHO SETS STUDENT SERVICES PRIORITIES? 



HEALTH AND DENTAL PLAN 
OVERSTEPS CONSTITUTION 



The undergraduate Students’ So- 
ciety (SSMU) is still having trou- 
ble with its new Financial Ethics 
Research Committee (FERC). The 
committee’s mission is to examine 
the ethics of SSMU financial con- 
tracts. 

SSMU’s most recent contract, 
the SSMU Health and Dental Plan, 
came into effect January 1 of this 
year, after a campus-wide refer- 



coverage. SSMU council officially 
approved the plan at last Thurs- 
day’s council meeting, despite that 
FERC never reviewed the contract. 

VP Finance Jon Chomski, who 
is responsible for the new plan, 
stated that he had already fulfilled 
his duty to FERC by submitting a 
list of potential companies to the 
committee over the summer. 

Yet according to the other 
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endum approved a fee increase for 
a new contract including dental 
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councilors who sit on FERC, SSMU 
is violating its own constitution. 

FERC was created by a campus- 
wide referendum last year, when 
undergraduates decided to 
change their constitution by en- 
suring that the SSMU constitution 
dictates that all contracts must go 
through FERC. 

Question: With a clear mandate 
from students and after having 
been written in to the constitution, 
why is council still ignorant of 
FERC policy and procedures? 



Students at McGill University 
may soon have to pay more 
money for fewer services. This sce- 
nario is not a new one at McGill, 
but this week students may get a 
say in how to make up the miss- 
ing funds. 

Whether 
their deci- 
sions will be 
respected is 
another 
question. 

The Stu- 
dent Services 
budget fi- 
nances eve- 
rything from 
Career and 
Placement, 
to Student 

Aid and the Health Services, and 
is also responsible for funding all 
levels of athletics, from intercol- 
legiate to intramural. But this year 
it’s going to fall $245,000 short 
of its required operating revenue. 

According to Wes Cross of the 
Office of the Dean of Students, al- 
most half of Student Services’ rev- 
enue comes from fees automati- 
cally deducted upon registration. 
With a projected decrease in 
enrollment, this $4-milllon rev- 
enue is expected to drop by 
$78,000 next year. 

But the biggest drop in revenue 
is being imposed by the govern- 
ment which, until now, has subsi- 
dized Student Services with'a $1.8- 



million provincial grant — just 
over $70 for each student. Accord- 
ing to Cross, the government is 
cutting its grant by $100,000 for 
this year, and will cut it by an ad- 
ditional $133,000 next year. 

That means Student Services 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE !... 

Toronto police, merchants and 
the poor are all too familiar. Last 
April, the Downtown Victoria As- 
sociation (DVA) declared that 
panhandling was bad for business. 
Anti-poverty organisations were 
faced with a similar situation as 
in Toronto, but arrived at a dif- 
ferent solution. 

According to Doug Fetherston, 
General Manager of the DVA, 
“people were encountering an 
obstacle course of panhandlers, 
dogs, bongo drums and sleeping 
bags. Shoppers had to step over 
them. 1 wouldn’t go as far as to 
say that it was an unsafe situation, 
but the perception was definitely 
there." 

The DVA spearheaded a pub- 
licity campaign advocating a 
“zero tolerance" approach from 
the police and the public to 
panhandling. The “Just Say No 
to Panhandling" initiative in- 
cluded public awareness coun- 
ter cards displayed at local busi- 
nesses which urged people to 
call '911 if “harassed" by 
panhandlers. 

The series of bylaw reforms 
drafted by the DVA would have 



outlawed “offensive behavior" 
ranging from spitting on the 
sidewalks to panhandling. The 
DVA also demanded greater po- 
lice presence on downtown Victo- 
ria streets. 

A coalition of anti-poverty 
groups, including Together 
Against Poverty Society, were in- 
strumental in pressuring City 
Council to strike down the DVA 
proposals. This despite the fact 
that the recently re-elected Mayor 
Bob Cross had endorsed the by- 
law changes. 

Ackerly contends that their 
success lay in their ability to 
coalesce public sympathy 
around the issue by providing 
real alternatives to a crackdown 
on panhandling. The Alternative 
Task Force on Panhandling gen- 
erated a series of recommenda- 
tions calling for greater income 
assistance, increased funding for 
social services and a commu- 
nity-based process for dealing 
with street issues. 

These proposals provided a 
more viable strategy to decrease 
poverty because they work to re- 
stabilize the dwindling social 

The McGill Daily 



has three options, says Chris 
Carter, president of the under- 
graduate Students’ Society and a 
member of the finance committee 
that will be looking at the prob- 
lem. 

Carter says Student Services 
can either increase fees by $7 a 
year, make more cuts across the 
board, or eliminate some services 
and programs altogether. 

The finance committee will pro- 
pose where to cut, or whether to 
increase fees, by January 21, and 
will deliver its final report on Feb- 
ruary 4. 

Decisions on the budget will 
then be reviewed by the Commit- 
tee on the Coordination of Student 




Services (CCSS), made up of an 
equal number of students and Stu- 
dents Services staff members. But 
all final decisions rest with the 
CCSS chair, Dean of Students 
Rosalie Jukier. 

CCSS members seem confident 
that Dean Jukier will 
follow whatever deci- 
sion they make, but 
students learned a 
hard lesson in 1995, 
when then-Dean of Stu- 
dents Irwin Gopnik ig- 
nored a student-en- 
dorsed proposal. 

When extra money 
was discovered in the 
Student Services 
budget that February, 
students on the CCSS 
developed their own plan for its 
allocation. But Gopnik ignored 
their priorities and presented his 
own budget to Senate for ap- 
proval. 

Question: This year, will any- 
thing students say really matter 
when the budget must be ap- 
proved by Senate? 

— with files from Jason 
Chow and Zachary Schwartz 
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safety net. “The loss of the Canada 
Assistance Plan and the hacking 
away at social services province 
after province has taken away the 
right to welfare and made it a 
privilege. Panhandling is the only 
way left to survive,” Ackerly com- 
ments. 

Meanwhile, her group is gear- 
ing up for a renewed clash with 
the upcoming onslaught of tour- 
ists, and the DVA’s promise to 
make the push for meaner streets 
a seasonal affair to protect busi- 
ness interests in the city. 

Reflecting on the upcoming 
mass panhandling protest in To- 
ronto, Ackerly is concerned that 
the “in your face" strategy 
adopted by organizers is “fraught 
with peril because it may be per- 
ceived as a threat, and may not 
bring about the shift in public at- 
titude towards poverty that is 
needed.” 

However, she concedes that 
“poor people have to stop being 
invisible and say 'we’re here’. One 
fifth of Canadians live below the 
poverty line and you have to be- 
gin to realize just how huge the 
problem is.” 



BIG BANKS SINK 
TO A NEW LEVEL 

Homeless shelters are taking on 
the banks in Madison county, Wis- 
consin. 

On Friday more than 300 peo- 
ple demonstrated in freezing 
weather to protest against big 
banks that refuse to pay their dues 
to the area's homeless shelters. 

Wisconsin banks are required 
by law to set up a fund for shel- 
ters from interest on real estate 
accounts, for a small charge. 

So far, small community banks 
and credit unions have regularly 
contributed to the fund, and some 
have even waived the service 
charges. But bigger banks with 
more money have been recalci- 
trant to lend a hand. 

The biggest target of the pro- 
test is FIRSTAR, which deemed it 
necessary to charge shelters a fee 
of $7863.42 in Madison, and in 
excess of $23,000 in Milwaukee. 

Last week, homeless shelters set 
up the Emergency Alliance to 
Suport the Homeless and began 
leafletting across the city. These 
actions culminated in Friday’s 
demonstration. 

Source: The alternative 
newsservice 

http://www.tao.ca/wind/ 

ainfos.html 
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by Adina Spivak 

Constantino Pinto was 1 2 years 
old when Indonesia invaded East 
Timor in 1975. Now an activist in 
exile, Pinto spoke recently at 
Concordia University. 

He remembers, “My father said 
this is going to be worse than the 
Japanese War... the future to us 
was death." 

Pinto joined the guerilla fight- 
ers at 14 years old and was then 
sent to a concentration camp 
where people were given 6 cups 
of rice to feed themselves for a 
week. 

Since then, East Timor, a 
colony of Indonesia, has lost over 
1/3 of its population as a result 
of years of Indonesian attacks on 
the East Timorese. These attacks 
make it clear that the East 
Timorese people’s goal of self- 
determination is not something 
the Indonesian government is 
willing to allow. 

Today Pinto is trying to make 
known the plight of his people, 
commenting, “No one knows 
where East Timor is. They say, is 
it a car or a tree?” 

Under the leadership of Presi- 
dent Suharto, Indonesia has 
waged a campaign of rape, tor- 
ture, and exploitation of East 
Timorese land and resources. The 
East Timorese are also the lowest 
paid workers among Asia's newly- 
industrialized economy, with a 
minimum wage starting at S2 day 
a day 

What strikes activists is that 
Suharto’s regime continues to be 
supported by many countries, 
including by Canada, because of 
economic Interests. 

Indonesia, along with China 
and Malaysia, leads a bloc of 
Asian governments in interna- 
tional forums which reject “hu- 
man rights” as a Western-im- 
posed notion. This bloc says there 
is an “Asian concept” of human 
rights that places greater stress 
on order and collectivity, and re- 
jects criticism as unwarranted 
interference in internal affairs. 

INFIGHT (the Indonesian Front 
for the Defence of Human Rights) 
rejects this idea. In a letter to the 
Swedish parliament, INFIGHT de- 
clared: “As the people of Indone- 
sia, we are of the opinion that we 
are entitled to make this appeal, 
as our basic rights have been vio- 
lated by the Indonesian govern- 
ment since long ago. An enor- 
mous amount of foreign aid has 
been used by the Indonesian gov- 
ernment to violate our basic 
rights. Therefore every foreign 
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East Timorese activist condemns international support 

for Indonesia 




SALE OF CANDUS 
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country giving economic aid to 
Indonesia should be morally re- 
sponsible.” 

Canadian aid to Indonesia runs 
at $35 to $70 million a year, in- 
cluding military trade. The Cana- 
dian government endorses this by 
authorizing military exports of 
over $362 million worth in 1995 
alone. 

Along with the brutalities 
against the people, Canadian min- 
ing companies have also been 
criticized for contributing to 
growing environmental problems 
in Indonesia. The rain forests are 
threatened by large-scale mining, 
particularly in West Papua. 

One of the biggest beneficiar- 
ies of mining in Indonesia has 
\>een a Canadian-based company, 
Inco Ltd. Inco opened an open- 
pit nickel mine in Soroako, a town 
on the Indonesian island 
Sulawesi, in 1968. The Canadian 
government’s Export Develop- 
ment Corporation kicked in 
$57.25 milion in loan guarantees 
to get the Soroako mine up and 
running, with further assistance 
provided by the governments of 
Britain, the United States, Aus- 
tralia, Norway and Japan. 

According to Minewatch, the 
main reason Inco shifted produc- 
tion from Canada to Indonesia 
was because of Indonesia’s lax en- 
vironmental standards and plen- 
tiful, cheap and exploitative la- 
bour. 

The treatment of workers at 
Inco has changed little. The 1992 
organization of the Indonesia 
Prosperity Trade Union (SBSI), an 
alternative to the “official union,” 
brought a wave of strikes de- 
manding transport and daily food 
allowances, holiday bonuses, and 
better working conditions. 
Women workers have gone on 
strike to stop indignities such as 
having to remove their under- 
wear to prove they are eligible for 
menstruation leave. 

Another company, Bata Shoes 
has two plants in Indonesia with 
2 000 workers who were rated the 
lowest-paid in the 70-country 
Bata empire by an international 
union study. In 1979, Bata called 
in the military to break up strikes 
at one of the factories. 

Pinto describes the treatment 
of the Esat Timorese by the 
Indoesian state as similar to a 
concentration camp. “I saw with 
my own eyes people dying of dis- 
ease, tuberculosis, arbitrary ex- 
ecution, rape and torture." To- 
day, rape and sexual assault by 



by Mark Ratner 

In spite of the large number of 
possible jobs to be gained in the 
Canadian economy from the sale 
of the Canada Deuterium Ura- 
nium (CANDU) nuclear reactors 
to China, many worry about the 
unseen costs which may accom- 
pany their sale. 

An article printed in the No- 
vember 29 issue of La Presse 
claims “The Canadian Govern- 
ment estimates 8,000 Quebec jobs 
... will be created by the sale of 2 
CANDU reactors." 

The deal, which will bring a 
reported $1.5 billion into Canada 
had been in negotiation for the 
past 2 years. In order to persuade 
China to buy the reactors, the fed- 



eral government agreed to loan 
China the money to pay for their 
purchase. 

Prime Minister Jean Chrétien 
applauded the sale. “Some peo- 
ple don’t like nuclear energy, but 
for me, I like it,” he said. “In 
Canada, we have never had an 
accident. It’s effective. It’s not 
polluting.” 

However, environmental 
groups have expressed outrage 
over the Canadian Government’s 
continuing endorsement of nu- 
clear energy. 

“It is the most expensive and 
most dangerous form of electric- 
ity,” says Steve Shallhorn, cam- 
paign director for Greenpeace 



Support 

Canada. 

Shallhorn claims that the use 
of CANDU reactors involves the 
same safety risks that caused the 
devastating nuclear meltdowns at 
the Chernobyl and Three Mile Is- 
land nuclear energy plants. 

“They are the same reactors — 
there isn’t any particular new 
design. We are just lucky that we 
have yet to have a serious acci- 
dent in Canada” says Shallhorn. 

Shallhorn also adds that he 
worries the sale of nuclear reac- 
tors to China will aid China’s abil- 
ity to produce nuclear weapons. 
Nuclear reactors produce pluto- 
nium, which is the main compo- 
nent of nuclear weapons. “China 
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soldiers and police officers 
occur randomly with no di- 
rect political motive. 
Women also report having 
been raped and sexually 
abused during house-to- 
house searches, a common 
occurence in East Timor. 

The Catholic Church, 
which represents the faith 
of the vast majority of the 
population, is the only in- 
stitution which has been 
able to act freely in East 
Timor. It attempts to sup- 
port the people in their 
struggle. This year East 
Timor’s bishop, Monsignor 
Carlos Ximenaes Belo won 
the Nobel Peace Prize, shar- 
ing it with East Timorese 
Activist Jose Ronton Horta. 

Since 1994, soldiers have 
broken into churches, har- 
assed nuns and smashed 
holy symbols in order to 
discourage further support 
from the church. 

The East Timor-based 
National Council of 
Maubere Resistance (re- 
ferred to by its Portugese 
acronym CNRm), is the um- 
brella organization of all 
East Timorese struggling for 
self-determination and in- 
dependence for their country. 

In keeping with the enhanced 



peace making and peace keeping 
role of the United Nations, the 
leaders of CNRM have advanced 
a plan to assist the UN Secretary 
General’s mandate to find a solu- 
tion to the East Timor conflict. 
The plan includes three phases 
toward achieving self-determina- 
tion within a ten year period with 
the goal of restoring all basic hu- 
man rights. 

The East Timor Alert Network 
(ETAN), a Canadian organization 
has suggested that trade must be 
explicitly linked to human rights 
in East Timor and Indonesia. They 
advocate that Canadian invest- 
ment be frozen until Indonesia 
respects UN resolutions to leave 
East Timor. ETAN points out that 
the Canadian government has 
imposed sanctions against coun- 
tries like Nigeria and Sudan, 
where human rights violations 
have been a problem and should 
take the same measures with In- 
donesia. 



ETAN can be contacted at PO 
Box 562, Station P, Toronto, 
ON, M5S2T1. Tel: (416)531- 
5S50, Pax: (416) 588-5556, E- 
mail: etantor@web.net. In 
Montreal: c/o Jim Robertson 
no. 47505, Co.P. Plateau 
Mont-Royal H2H 2S8. 
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Reprisals Against 
Prisoners Denounced 

Last weekend, family members 
of prisoners at the Maximum Se- 
curity Prison in Chile demanded 
a reinstatement of visitor rights 
and an end to prisoner abuse. 

The prison was the sight of last 
week’s daring helicopter-assisted 
escape of four prisoners belong- 
ing to the Manuel Rodriguez 
Pariotic Front (FPMR). The four 
escapees were involved in the 
1991 assassination of opposition 
Senator Jaime Guzman. 

The FPMR was formed 13 years 
ago in conjunction with the Com- 
munist Party in Chile, to oppose 
the dictatorship of President 
Augusto Pinochet. Since the res- 
toration of democratic rule in 
Chile, the FPMR has continued to 
exist, but disavowed the use of 
force. 

Although visits to the prison 
have been suspexnded since the 
escape, Irma Velez, a member of 
the Association of Relatives of 
Political Prisoners, was allowed to 
enter the jail Thursday to ascer- 
tain the condition of prisoners. 

After her visit, Velez reported 
that prisoners’ cells had been 
raided by an anti-riot squad and 
prisoners were beaten as punish- 
ment for the escape. Velez also 
said four prisoners have been 
placed incommunicado. 

“The government bears sole 
and exclusive responsibility” for 
mistreatment given these prison- 
ers, Velez declared. 

Family members initiated a 
round of meetings with Interior 
Ministry officials to ensure pris- 
oners’ safety and the restoration 
of visitation rights. Velez warned 
government authorities that un- 
less the normal prison routine is 
restored shortly, her group will 



organize demonstrations both 
outside and inside the prison. 

There has been no official gov- 
ernment response to Velez’ alle- 
gations. 

Meanwhile, the issue of the 
prison’s security measure is be- 
ing debated within government 
circles, but from a completely dif- 
ferent perspective. 

Claudio Martinez, the former 
prison chief forced to resign in 
the wake of the jail escape, said 
the Parliament’s Human Rights 
Committee is partly to blame for 
certain lax measures at the 
prison. He said the committee’s 
criticism resulted in changed pro- 
cedures at the prison so that in- 
mates could hold private, 
unmonitored conversations with 
family members. Escaped FPMR 
leader Mauricio Norambuena is 
believed to have planned and 
engineered the jail breakout us- 
ing visitors as intermediaries. 

source: Arm The Spirit 
als@locust.cic.net 

Hunger strike to 
protest unfair labour 
practices 

Jorge Luis Alamilla Magana 
and Venancio Jimenez Martinez, 
two refuse collectors in 
Villahermosa, Mexico have been 
on a hunger strike in front of the 
National Human Rights Commis- 
sion in Mexico for 87 days. 

Five other workers have been 
on hunger strike for 44 days and 
one of them, Agustin Vicente 
Sanchez has decided to stop tak- 
ing any liquids as well. “If what 
they want is someone to die be- 
fore they give in to our demands, 



FOR REACTORS MELTS DOWN 



is the world’s fourth largest 
holder of weapons,” explains 
Shallhorn. 

Dave Martin, research director 
for the Nuclear Awareness pro- 
gram echoes Shallhorn’s concerns 
over the viability of nuclear en- 
ergy. “Fundamentally, nuclear 
power is a flawed technology. It 
is polluting and expensive,” says 
Martin. 

Martin also says that a main 
problem with the CANDU reactors 
is that they are often sold to 
“countries with severe human 
rights violations.” 

Human rights issues are a main 
concern of Canada’s dealings with 
China. “The human rights sltua- 
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tion [in China] is not improving,” 
says Carole Channer, coordinator 
for China at the English speaking 
branch of Amnesty International 
Canada. 

Channer points outjhllt Am- 
nesty International ddwmented 
1 ,000 executions in ChiM^ithin . 

a three month period in 199fe^GA^^/rc^^oi^;‘ : 

China is also known to actively cl a I^t n^theî^eawors-, ... 
persecute political dissidents. As unsafe. 
well, says Channer, “There is re- The world-clip&ANDU 6 
pression of any [dissenting] cul- factor has an irfferhqtional 
tural, religious or ethnic senti- i^reputation^as one of^fhe 
ment." / worldliest and safest reaby 

However, Channer makes ic toj^-Mates the AECL’s internet 
clear that Amnesty Internal ^sîte. The company says that 
tional does not take a position “International experts consist- 
regarding international trade ently rank CANDU 6 reactors in 



out that in 
e AECL was 
“arreate d^nff* failed for paying 
Eribes to South Korea.” 
\Recently, a blow was struck 
agàbist the CANDUs reputation 
for Itfcty. In New Brunswick, a 
CANDlLreactor has just sprung a 
leak. Last Thursday, The Globe 
and Mail'reported that a legisla- 
tor*sayythere’s new evidence of 
more serious problems that could 
shut down the plant for good." 
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I voluntarily offer my life for the 
sake of all my comrades and their 
families," Vicente Sanchez de- 
clared. 

The workers have received 
support from many different so- 
cial, political, trade union and 
human rights organizations. The 
two main opposition parties in 
Mexico have decided to fully sup- 
port the workers’ cause and their 
two main leaders, Manuel Lopez 
Obrador and Cuauhtemoc 
Cardenas visit the strikers every- 
day. 

The opposition is demanding 
the direct intervention of Mexi- 
can President Ernesto Zedillo in 
putting an end to the strike. 
Zedillo has yet to respond. 

The refuse collectors are de- 
manding a reinstatement of all 
336 refuse collectors who were 
recently layed off in 
Villahermosa, payment of the 
wages for the days of work lost. 

Source: labournel 

gn.apc.org/labournet/ 

tabsco.html 

Amnesty denied to 
Basque prisoners 

170 demonstrators calling for 
amnesty for Basque political pris- 
oners held in French jails were 
arrested on December 30, 1996. 

The demonstrators had been 
marching towards the Justice 
Palaceon in Paris. But French of- 
ficials maintained that the dem- 
onstration had not been author- 
ized. 

The march, which began in 
French-controlled Northern 
Basque Country, was organized 
by anti-repression Basque com- 
mittees in the region. 

The demonstration is not a 
new event. The march has oc- 
curred annually for the last six 
years as Basques demand am- 
nesty for Basque political prison- 
ers in French jails. 

To go along with the 
protestors’ demands, some 
Basque political prisoners in both 
French and Spanish jails have 
been on an indefinite hunger 
strike since last September 9. This 
hunger strike Is just the latest in 
series of similar strikes by Basque 
prisoners who are demanding 
recognition as political prisoners 
and to be regrouped in jails in the 
Basque Country. 

There are close to 600 Basque 
political prisoners scattered over 
French and Spanish jails with the 
highest number, approximately 
540, in Spain. 

Both countries have been con- 
demned by the European Union 
for their treatment of these pris- 
oners. 

But the government of Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac is adamant 
on its stance. When Chirac was 
Prime Minister of France between 
1986 and 1988, he stepped up 
the repression against Basque ac- 
tivists. And just last May, Chirac 
ordered still greater cooperation 
with Madrid against the Basque 
ressistance after fellow conserva- 
tive Jose Maria Aznar took over 
as Spanish Prime Minister. 

Source: Arm the Spirit 

ats@locust.cic.net 
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Does SSMU represent you well? 
Does council represent you well? 
Do the Executive represent you well? 



If you answer no to any of these questions 
or you are unsure then come to one of the 

open forums. 



HURSDAY UN 16 1PM SHATHER 42 
FRIDW JAN 17 LEACOCK 
MONDAY JAN 20 ENGINEERING 
TUESDAY JAN 21 MANAGEMENT 



Look for posters or phone 398-6801 
for exact times and locations 
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daily 

classifieds 

Ads may be placed through the Daily 
Business Office. Room B-07, 
University Centre, 9h00-14h00. 
Deadline is 14h00, two working days 
prior to publication. McGill Students 
& Staff (with valid ID): $4.60 per day, 
3 or more consecutive days, $4.05 
per day. General Public: $5.75 per 
day, or $4.90 per day for 3 or more 
consecutive days. Extra charges may 
apply, prices include applicable GST 
(7%) or PST (6.5%). Full payment 
should accompany your advertising 
order and may be made in cash or by 
personal cheque (for amounts over 
$20 only). For more information, 
please visit our office or call 398- 
6790. WE CANNOT TAKE CLASSI- 
FIED ADS OVER THE PHONE. 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFUL- 
LY WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE 
PAPER. The Daily assumes no finan-[ 
cial responsibility for errors, or dam-L 
ages due to errors. Ad will re-appearl 
free of charge upon request if infor-f 
mation is incorrect due to our error! 
The Daily reserves the right not to I 
print any classified ad. 



5V4 ready to move in, freshly painted, mod- 
ern commodities, wooden floors, natural wood- 
work, 2 bedrooms, close to Verdun metro, 
stores & cycle paths. $480 1-800-313-3233. 



MOVERS/STORAGE 

....orage. Closed van or truck. 

Local & long distance. Ott-Tor-VarvNY-Fla-7 
days, 24 hours, low rates. Steve 7358148. 

HELP WANTED 

Earn $100-200/day Master School of 
Bartending- bartending & table service. 
Complete placement agency. Leaders in the 
hospitality industry for 15yrs. McGill rate. 849- 
2828. 



HELP WANTED 
Coffee Lovers 



Second Cup Coffee Co. is 
looking for friendly, 
energetic people to train 
as coffee experts and to 
serve our customers. 



LOCATION: 

1 3498 Park Avenue + Milton 

(next to McGill) 



We offer: 

• Competitive Hourly Wages 
• Flexible Shifts 
• An enjoyable working 
atmosphere 

If you would like to know more 
about the exciting world of fine 
coffees and be a member of our 
team of fun Coffee Lovers, please: 



Mail/fax CV to: 
9G7 Duprat 
Laval, Que | 
II7Y2LG I 
fax 9G9-5441 
call G89-8147 






WANTED 



Join a team of international 
volunteers ages 18-25 for 10 



week community development 
projects next Winter 1998 in 
Guyana or Costa Rica. 



No Experience Necessary 



Act Now: Call the YCI Office 
at (416)971-9846 fora 
comprehensive information and 
application package. 



Application Deadline: Mar. 1 



YOUTH CHALLENGE 



INTERNATIONAL , 

• E-mail: InfoQyci.oig Internet: www.ycl.org 



Part time research assistant wanted for a 
downtown stock market research firm. 
Responsibilities include production of reports 
and database maintenance. Excellent know! 
edge of Windows, Word and Excel, particularly 1 
Charting, required. Fax resume to 844-3901. 
Student Health Services needs a health 
promotion coordinator. Part time until April, 
full time in summer, part time in 97-98. See 
ad at CAPS for more info, 

Healthy young women (ages 18-39) are 
needed for a paid study of McGill University 
on cardiovascular functioning, risk factors 
for later development of high blood pressure 
and reactions to psychological and mildly 
unpleasant sensory stimuli. If interested, 
contact Norka at 398-6136. Research 
supervised by Prof. Ditto. 

Microcomputer system service - part 
time. Maintain medicare billing systems - 
D0S/W95. Programming in clipper an 
asset. Fax CV to 989-1806, 

Camp counsellors, now hiring: varsity ath- 
letes: basketballl, soccer, football, tennis, gym- 
nastics, wait-climbing, archery. Creative: musi- 
cal drama director, jazz dance, arts & crafts, 
pottery, beadmaking, photography. Aquatic: 
swim, kayak, windsurf, sail, canoe, 
waterski,(OWSA certified). Fax resume (514) 
481-7863, Pripstein's Camp, 5702 Cote St. 
Luc #202, Montreal H3X 2E7, 

WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 

Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5.1. Term papers, 
resumes, applications, transcription of 
tapes. Editing of grammar. 28 years experi- 
ence. $ 1.75/D.S.P. 7 Days/week. 
Campus/Peel/Sherbrooke. 
Paulette/Roxanne 288-9638/2880016 

Word-processing term-papers, theses, 

reports etc. Word Perfect 5.1 Laser printer. 
Fast, professional service, good rates. Close 
to McGill. Brigitte 282-0301. 

SERVICES OFFERED 

Interested in modelling or acting? Why 
not try a free photo session at our studio? 
All ages & sizes welcome. Promotion is for a 
limited time. 63343605. Leave message. 



3650 



SALE 



SIENA SUMMER MUSIC 
INSTITUTE (Florence),'/*' 



Culture, language, travel, 
concerts, Credit/non-credifrSq^y 
Rome, Venice, 3 days in 
Switzerland. Students, Grads, 
Professionals; July 14 to August 17, 
Cost $1 ,785. Special low cost charter 
flight; Write/call: 203-754-5741 
SESSIONE SENESE PER LA MUSICA/ARTE 
Director, 595 Prospect Road, 
Waterbury, CT 06706 



SUt Camera. Itek 540. Best offer. Call 398- 
6790/6791. 



Photocopier. Canon NP 3825, 3 paper 
trays, editing board, reducUon, enlarger, dou- 
ble sided, automatic and manual feed. $800 
obo. Contract may be purchased from 
OE/Canon, Call 39 8-6790/6791 for details. 



Multimedia 386 system: 8M memory. 
334M HD, 2xCd-Rom, sound blaster 16, 
20" IBM SVGA paperwhife monitor, HP 
Scanjet Plus, MS-mouse2, Software & more 
- only $1000. Contact Dennis 398-5245. 



LESSONS/COURSES 

Come and practice your French with 
Francophones. Bilingual Club Half and Half. 
Tel. 465-9128. 



Native Russian Tutor 

Available for correction of pronuncia- 
tion, writing a composition, slang, help with 
homework, lessons at your home, very low 
rates, for a free appointment call Alex any- 
time 733-8895. 



African drumming or dancing courses 
with 2 masters of the national company of 
Ghana, First class free. Call 287-7639. 



• Scrivener presents Akhtar 
book, “The Big Green House. 
McTavish, 19h. $2. 



Saturday ; January IB 

• Atwater Library Compute’ 
free public Internet demonstration. 
13h-17h. Info: 935-7344. 



t 






• For more information contact: 



'tâte* 



K.O.M. CONSULTANTS 

P.O. Box 60524 
Mountain Plaza Postal Outlet 
Hamilton, Ontario L9C7N7 

phone: (905) 318-8200 
fax: (905) 318-KOM4 
EMAIL: kom@wchat.on.ca 



Centre contre l'agression sexuelle 
de l'association étudiante de 
l'Université McGill 

HELPLINE 398-8500 

7 days a week 6pm-12am 

• Listening 

• Referrals 

• Support Groups 

• Public Education 

Information Line 
398-2700 (Mon. to Fri.) 

-10am-5:30pm 
Rm 430 Shatner Building 



• Rotaract Ski Trip to be hel 
Snowboard or ski package costs $35, 
rentals and 90 minute lesson. Lift ticke 
Chi at 256-0745 for more information. 



Orford. 



t ticket 



$15. Call 



AUSTRALIA. AND GREAT BRITAIN 

m to raw* 1 - 

’ Study overseas • continue or complete your education abroad 
UNIVERSITY POSTGRADUATE: 

’ Teacher training-one-year programmes accredited in Ontariol 

’ Masters’ Degrees i 

’ Professional certificates In many disciplines 

’ Reasonable fees - airport pick up in Australia - guaranteed accommodation 

’ Join the hundreds who have already enjoyed this cultural and educational 
experience! 



Wednesday January 22 

• Communications workshop, “Writing E 
prised!” by Robert Stewart at the Montr 
1240 Drummond (Mezzanine Level), 181 



Fridc 

• Flux Magazine will be holding a t 
Cabaret Music Hall. Host: J.R. Carpenter, 
Dominatrix “Bear” will be performing wit 
cial guest drag performer. 21 1 1 St. Laur 

Beyond 

• McGill Women’s Union is holdi 
ing, January 27, for all women interest 
16h30. Rm. 423 Shatner. Info: 398-6823. 



• Meals on Wheels seeks volunteer 
for either Monday or Thursday mornings I 
Commitment is once a month. Info: 937 



u’dbesur 



ess Club, 



875-0964. 



party at the 



treal author. 



partner. Spc 



general meet 



volunteering. 



Ongoing 



ks and helpers 



m 8h30-10h30. 



• A taskforce is being formed to deal specifically with the 
organization of events, activist campaign! on campus and 
the implementation of policies regarding iLues such as har 
assment and safety. We need people wit 
ideas. Info: Women’s Union, 398-682 



energy and/or 



• Hebrew classes, beginner and advanced beginner. Eight 
week session, $65.00. Info: Luni at Hillel Jewish Student Cen 
tre, 845-9171. 

• Hillel Jewish Student Centre trip to Washington 
D.C. and the Holocaust Memorial Museum, Jan. 25 to 28th. 
Includes transportation, one night accommodation, dinner 
and Museum visit. Sign up by Jan. 16. Info: Luni, 845-9171. 

• Free Bereavement Support Groups offered through 
the McGill school of Social Work for adults, children, par- 
ents, adolescents, young adults, and family survivors of sui- 
cide. Info: Estelle Hopmeyer, 398-7067. 

• The Yellow Door Elderly Project. Help seniors in 
the downtown community with a few hours a week. Info: 
the Yellow Door (3625 Aylmer) or call Chi or Joanna at 398- 
6243. 

• Scrivener is accepting creative art, photography, fic- 
tion, non-fiction and poetry. Submissions can be dropped 
off in the Scrivener’s box at the porter’s office of the Arts 
Building or mailed to Scrivener Creative Review, 853 
Sherbrooke West, Montreal, QC, H3A 2T6. For info call 848- 
0578. Deadline: January 15. 
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WRESTLING 





HBWHMB 

BATTLE ROYAL 

WOLFMAN VS. MAVERICK WILDE 
THE BRUISER CAPTAIN U.S.A. 

+ 4 OTHER ALL-STAR MATCHES 
Saturday, January 25, 1997 7:30 pm 



ST. LAMBERT UONS CLUB 
on the South Shore 

250 St. Laurent 

CROSS VICTORIA BRIDGE, TURN LEFT ON TO PRINCE 
ARTHUR, THEN TORN RIGHT BEFORE UNDERPASS. 

Card Subject to Change 
Admission: $5 / $4 kids under 12 $3 



FREE AUTOGRAPH SESSION /PHOTOS 
Call 624-0939 for information 



YOU ARE INVITED TO SPEND A UNIQUE 




SHABBATTON 



WITH 

CJAD RADIO'S 

POPULARTALKSHOW HOST 

Tommy Schnurmacher 



"Radio ... Religion ... Rebbe" 

Take the opportunity to mb elbows with one of Montreal's 



lost in 



lfJuential p 
of She 



ersonalities in the unique ambience 



Ji 



of Shabbat at Chabad House. \' 

a January 17, 1997 i 
j at : 

' Chabad House 

3429 Peel St., Montreal, Quebec H3A 1 W7 : 






RSVP NECESSARY • CALL 288-3130 






DEAD MAN WALKING: 
THE JOURNEY 

Sr. Helen Prejean, 

the author of the book Dead Man Walking will be at McGill, 
Friday, January 17. 



12-1 pm 

Newman Centre 
for an informal 
gathering & lunch with 
students 

2-3 pm 

Presentation at 
Palmer Amphitheatre 
3655 Drummond 
McIntyre Bldg 




398-4106 

Sponsored by: 

the Newman Centre of McGill University, 
McGill Chaplaincy Services & 

McGill Department of Culture and 
Values (Education) 



3-4 pm 

Questions and book 
signing 

Free will offerings 
accepted 




PGSS 



ELECTIONS 

Post Graduate Student’s Society (PGSS) 

Call for nominations for the following positions of PGSS executives: 

President 
VP Administration 
VP External 
VP Finance 
VP Internal 
VP University Affairs 
and graduate representatives for: 

Senator (Ph.D.) 

Senator (Master's) 

Board of Governors 

Call for member initiated referendum questions. Deadline: Tuesday, January 28th, noon. 

All regular members of the Post Graduate Student’s Society are eligible for nominations and 
submission of referendum questions. Elections, if any, will be held in mid-March. 

The following deadline will be observed for PGSS positions: 

Wednesday, February 5th, 6:30 pm 

Nomination forms, instructions for the candidates and guidelines for submission of the 
referendum questions can be obtained at Thomson House, 3650 McTavish, 
in the PGSS office (4th floor) or at the front desk. They have to be returned to 
the Chief Returning Officer (PGSS office) by the specified deadline. 

Please note that PGSS executives are awarded a yearly stipend of $6,000. 

Information: Christie Stephenson, CR0 
398-3756 

BL7N@musicB.McGill.ca 



What is QPIRG? 

QPIRG is: 

Alternatives in Education 

CCWM (Campus and Community Waste Management) 
Earth Save 

Just Coffee Campaign 
The LOAF Organic Food Coop 
The Nigeria Action Network 

NYCE (The Network for Youth in Community Economics) 
Perspective Magazine 

PROBE (Public Research on Business Ethics) 

The Women of Colour Collective 



Come find out about all of QPIRG's Working Groups: 

Wednesday January 15, 4:30 pm 
room 310 of the Shatner Building 



i The Quebec Public Interest Research Group at McGill (QPIRG) 
1 0 ' 3647 University, 3rd Floor, 398-7432, fax: 398-8976 

ItHtv / /tAMAHAf \/nh mrnill ra /rl i ihc /nnirn / 



http://www.vub.mcgill.ca/clubs/qpirg/ 

(If you can't make this meeting but would still like to know more 
about QPIRG, please call 398-7432, and ask for Sara.) 






